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ENTRY NUMBER

I DATE

EL. NAME

C OMMON:

FORT MONROE

AND/OR MISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION-

STREET ANC NUMBER:

0ld Point Comfort, at northern terminus of U.S. 258 Hampton

CITY OR TOWN:

Hampton
STATE copE |COUNTY:. CoDE
| Virginia 23351 51 | Hampton (City) 550
]3. CLASSIF!CATION - - - lj
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w TUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP STA ] TO THE PUBLIC
[T] Distrier 1 Bullding Xl Publie Public Acquisition R Occupiad Yes:
) Site [7) Struetwre |[.) Private ) In Process C] Unoceupied {7) Restricted
[7] Both [0 Being Considered [} Preservorion work X Unrestricted

"] Objecy

in progress

3 Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Apprapriate)

) Agriceltural Government

{J Commerciol [3 Industrial
{71 Educational E] Military
{) Entertainment [ Myseum

D Park D Tfﬂnsportqlicn D Comments
{1 Private Residence [ Other (Specity)

) Religious

{7} Scientific
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

o

CWNER'S N AME:

Department of the Army

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington
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STATFE:

|
e

LOCATIO.N OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTP;OUSE REGISTHY QF DEEDS ETC

City Hall

D.C. 20301
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et

STREET AND NUMBER!

CITY OR TOWN;

Hampton

CODE

o1

STATE
.

Virginia 23369

F oY)
uéqdm )

TALNNOD

]glmREPRESPNTATIQNIN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF sUNVT v)

Robert Arthur, Iiistory of Fort Monroc (Fort Monroe, 1930)
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[7._DbescriPTION

(Check One)

CONDITION X] Excellent O G°°d_ O Fair [J Detericroted {J Ruins [} Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[] Altered Unaltered [T} Moved 7] Originat Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL AFF'E&VRANCE

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: As the nearest continuously held Union
stronghold to the Confederate capital, Fort Monroe played an important
role in the conduct of the war in the Eastern Theater and along the
Atlantic coast. Due to its roie as a staging area for Union wmilitary
and naval expeditions, the fort witnessed the epic fight between the
U.5.5., Monitor and the C.S.5. Virginia (Merrimac) on March 9, 1862.

Built between 1819 and 1834, the fort was one of the major United
States military posts from the time of its establishment. Robert L.
Lee, then a lieutenant, played a prominent part in the final stages of
its construction, 1831-34. With the abandonment of the Norfolk Naval
Bace at the beginning of the war, the Union fleet was based on the
northern shore of Hampton Roads. The Confederate ironclad Virpinia,
steaming out from Norfolk on March 8, 1862, brought havoc to the Union
wooden ships, but her drawn battle with the newly arrived Monitor the
following day ended the threat. Thousands of spectators stood upon
the ramports of Fort Monroe to watch the momentous batile of the
ironclads on March 9. From 0ld Point Cowfort, two montis later, Union

Lincoln, visiting Fort Monroe, was a spectator at the reoccupation of
Norfolk.

During the last year of the war, Fort Monroe was a reception
point for exchanged Union prisoners, en route back to their commands
from the exchange point at Aiken's Landing, farther up the James River.
From May, 1865, to May, 18067, Jefferson Davis was confined in one of
the fort casemates until his release on bond.

Status: TFort Monroe, s%ill an active army post, is headquarters
of the Continental Army Command. The original brick fort of 40 acres
is located in the center of the post, which ocecupies about OO acres.
The old fort is little changed from its 19th century appearance, most
of the subsequent development having taken place on other sections of
the post. Three casemates of the old fort have been converted into an
excellent museum, which has an annual visitation of about 100,000
persons. The Jefferson Davis Casemate contains the restored cell in
which Davis was confined, topether with museum exhibits giving the
highlirhts of his career. The 0ld Fort Monroe Casemate contains
exhibits on the history of the fort, covering such varied topics as
McClellan's Peninsula Campairn; 01d Fort Monroe; Poe as n Soldler;
Fort Monroe, 18o01-1865; Grant at Fort Monroe; lec at Fort Monroc;
Black Hawk at Fort Monroe; 01d Point Comfort; nnd tho Penee Confevence
of 1865. The Monlinr nnd Merrhinne Concwnta conbalnn neh bl Lo Lol g
the story of the ironcladn nud Lhele brlide, Inebuwd o ﬁ-lnvh nealo
models of the vessels complete to the minutest detall. A nunber of’
the early buildinge have special interest, such as the Centurion
Chapel, built in 1858, and Quarters No. 1, built in 1819 and occupied

by President Lincoln during his 1862 visit.

forces moved to reoccupy Norlolk as the Confederates withdrew. President
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T b. BOUNDARIES: Fort Monroe, Hampton, Virginia, consists of about

G40 acres. Within Fort Monroe is a moat which, including the area
covered by the moat, surrounds about 63 acres; it is known as 01d Point

iomfort. The original brick fort at 014 Point Comfort consists of about
O acres.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

. SIGNIFICANCE )

PERIOD {Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Pre-Columbian! [ 1éth Century [J 18th Century {1 20th Century
[J 15th Century " [ 17th Century X) 19th Century ~
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable &nd Known)
AREA3 OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropsiate), . . . .
Abor iginal {0 Education [ Political [C] Urban Plarning
[ Prehisteric [C] Engineering [0} Religion/Phi. &1 Other (Specitv)
O] Misteric 0 Industry losophy History (Civil War)
[3 Agricuiture O invention ] Science
[ Architecture [0 Londscape ) Sculpture
O Ast Architecture O Secial/Human-
[0 Cemmerce [ Literature itarion
[] Communications O3 Militery [ Theater
[J Censervation [ Music ] Trensportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The nearest continuously held Union stronghold to the Confederate
capital. This fort witnessed the historie fight between the USS

Monitor and CSS Virginia (Merrimac).
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. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATFS

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE ProrERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THMAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Migutes Seconds Degr Minut S d D i

- 37 e 00 . 25 ° é h é X . g eeos inu Oll econ .s egrua: Mmule's Seconcri.s

NE [3T 200 24« |76 228 . 34

se |37 ° 00 Ok » |76 18 + 10 -

sw_ 137 ¢ 00 06+ 176 18 .08 -
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STATE! CODE | COUNTY: coni
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coon
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NAME AND TITLE:

Frank S, Melvin
ODRGANIZATION DATE

L] - ] k] ',’

Virginia State Office, National Park Service 6/_30/ 2
STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 10008 . o i
CITY OR TOWN: STATE C!}_li_l——

Richomond Virginia 23200 S

T STATE LIATSON OF FICER CERTIFICAIION

MATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
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tional Thstorie Preservation Act of 1066 (Bublic Law
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i
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] {July 1969} NATIONAL PAPPK SERVILL Vireiaia

: ; CoOUNTY -
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMAFR 1. _BATE

[l _NAME

lcommon:  FORT MONROZ

L

(AND/OF( HISTORIC:

[2.  LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER

0ld Point Comfort, at northern terminus of U.S. 258, Hampton

CITY OR TOWN:

Hampton

STATE: COpDE |COUNTY: CODE

Virginia 23351 _ _ 51 Hampton (City) 550

[3. MAP REFERENCE

ey, 4 il e IR TR s R L . 2 ﬁ
U.3. Geological Survey - Hampton quadrangle

INSTRUCTIONS

scare: 7.5 topographic 1: : 24,000

loate: 1055 - photorevmsed 1970
(4. REQUIREMENTS . : S

SEE

YO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAFS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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o
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— PHOTOC CREDHT:
DATE OF PHOTO:
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w . S—— o
“ i4. IDENTIFICATION. BN
CESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC,

GPD 73737




RN

Barnes, %
slTem, e
. A

Py
SR i e D
,‘ o
¥
s |\

A,

’..

FORT MONROE
HAMPTON, VA,

U.5.G.8. 7.5 minute
Hampton, Va.

A 18/384860/40982¢
B 18/384230/40954¢
c 18/382520/40954¢
\ D 18/383100/409825
i \‘ e .
AMPTON BAR C - F3int Comio B e R RSTAS et e
W NGRS GRAET S N ORI QR K 1730
1 SCALE 1.24000
‘ 3 _ ‘ ¢ l MILE
1000 o] !Oep 2OPO 3020 4000 5000 6000 700G FEET
] 5 [ 1 KILOMETER

S v i

CONTOUR INTERVAL § FEET
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL

DEPTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS IN FEET—DATUM 15 MEAN LOW WATER
SHORELINE SHOWN REPRESENTS THE AFPRGXIMATE LINE OF MEAN HIGH WATER
THE MEAN RANGE QF 11DE 15 APPROXIMATELY 2.5 FEET

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS

e MR s L A s A sae s ALY ala mt IR R M A AAATA

L ~emam VIF

———
QUADRANGLE



